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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR EARLE, JULY 27, 1978 
(SALT TWO- 1822) 

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR EARLE 
JULY 27, 1978 

MR. MINISTER: 

I 

ON JULY 19, THE UNITED STATES PROPOSED REVISED LAN- 
GUAGE FOR THE JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES. THIS PRO- 
POSAL WAS FORMULATED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE PREVIOUS UNDER 
STANDING BETWEEN THE SIDES TO ADOPT GENERALIZED LANGUAGE 
FOR THE JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND TO TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY THE SOVIET SIDE. 

II 
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THE UNITED STATES NOTES THAT THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT 
COINCIDENCE OF VIEWS BETWEEN THOSE EXPRESSED IN ITS RE- 
VISED PROPOSAL AND THOSE IN THE PROPOSALS TABLED BY THE 
SOVIET DELEGATION ON MAY 17 AND ON OTHER OCCASIONS. 

FUTURE AGREEMENTS, AS WE HAVE BOTH PROPOSED, WILL 
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ENCOMPASS MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN STRATEGIC STABILITY AS 
WELL AS TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE. 

THE SIDES ARE SPECIFICALLY IN AGREEMENT, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS. THAT SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE 
SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS AND 
LIMITATIONS ON THE DEVELOPMENT. TESTING AND DEPLOYMENT OF 
NEW TYPES OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS. THESE OBJECTIVES 
WILL PROVIDE MUCH OF THE FOUNDATION UPON WHICH MEANINGFUL 
AGREEMENTS TO LIMIT STRATEGIC ARMS IN THE FUTURE WILL 
REST. FURTHER, WE HAVE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT DURING 
THE COURSE OF FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS EACH SIDE MAY RAISE ANY 
RELEVANT ISSUE. 

HOWEVER, IN CONNECTION WITH OUR PREVIOUS UNDER- 
STANDING TO ADOPT GENERALIZED LANGUAGE FOR THE JOINT 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT 
THE SOVIET PROPOSAL WITH REGARD TO REDUCTION OF THE 
AGGREGATE NUMBER OF NUCLEAR WARHEADS IS NOT IN KEEPING 
WITH THE GENERALIZED NATURE OF OTHER OBJECTIVES OF THE 
JOINT STATEMENT. MOREOVER, WE BELIEVE THAT THIS 
REFERENCE WOULD, IN FACT, TEND TO PREDETERMINE THE COURSE 
OF FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS. 

FURTHER, WITH REGARD TO THE INCLUSION OF THE PHRASE 
"TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL RELEVANT FACTORS THAT DETERMINE 
THE STRATEGIC SITUATION,” WHICH IS CONTAINED IN THE THIRD 
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SECTION OF THE SOVIET PROPOSAL, THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES 
THAT THE GOALS OF THE SIDES TO STRENGTHEN AND TO ENHANCE 
STRATEGIC STABILITY, AS AGREED IN THE FIRST AND FOURTH 
SECTIONS OF THE JOINT STATEMENT, ENSURE THAT ALL CIRCUM- 
STANCES MAY BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. THEREFORE, THE 
UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT THE INCLUSION OF THIS PHRASE 
IS UNNECESSARY. 

Ill 

MR. MINISTER, THE UNITED STATES HAS TABLED A PROPOSAL 
FOR THE JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES THAT MEETS THE 
CONCERNS OF BOTH SIDES AND PROVIDES A REALISTIC BASIS FOR 
SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS. EARLE 
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